ACTIVETO | TEMPORARY BIKE LANES ON BRIMLEY ROAD
Deputy Mayor Thompson Virtual Town Hall – Tuesday, June 16, 2020
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Temporary Bike Lanes on Brimley Rd

Background
• Following Public Health Directives. Toronto’s Medical Officer of Health’s clear message to residents during this public health
crisis is to stay home as much as possible. But as the rate of COVID infection in our city slows down, public health advice will
shift gradually from a focus on "staying home" to one focused on "living safely with COVID-19" through practising physical
distancing
• Key Partner in City’s Initial Response. Transportation Services supported City efforts to communicate physical distancing
measures in parks and public spaces by fabricating and installing signs and barricades
• CurbTO launches to adapt curb lanes in locations outside of some essential businesses where physical distancing on sidewalks
is challenging due to space constraints
• Mayor and Council request the General Manager, Transportation Services and the Medical Officer of Health to pursue more
space for pedestrians, cyclists and public transit riders to allow for better physical distancing
• Mobility is key to recovery. As Toronto’s recovery process begins, our transportation system needs to continue to serve
residents in these challenging times and keep Toronto moving
• A measured, common sense approach. Based on the best public health advice, data, best practices in other cities, site
observation and local engagement, Transportation Services, in consultation with the Medical Officer of Health, recommends
additional changes to Toronto streets to support essential trips, front line workers, and vulnerable road users

ActiveTO | Overview
ActiveTO is a program developed by Toronto Public Health
and Transportation Services as part of the City’s Recovery
and Rebuild Strategy.
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The program aims to provide people space to get around
while respecting physical distancing and includes:
1. Quiet Streets which provide a shared space on certain
neighbourhood streets for slow and local traffic only, using
signage and temporary barriers
2. Major Road Closures on weekends and holidays, next
to popular recreational trails like the Martin Goodman Trail
and the Lower Don Trail
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3. Cycling Network Expansion through accelerated
installation of routes in the City’s approved Cycling Network
Plan
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ActiveTO | Council-Approved Accelerated Cycling Routes

4 km stretch from Lawrence Ave E to Kingston Rd

Brimley Road
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ActiveTO | Cycling Network Acceleration Design Principles
Most Projects:
• Rapid install
• Repurpose a curb lane
• Limited centre line changes
• All in paint so it’s easy to remove or change
• Dividers (specific to the route)

Brimley Road Rationale
• Provides a safe, north-south connection in
Scarborough
• Connects the Gatineau Trail system to
Bluffers Park
• Connects to a variety of essential services
(e.g. the intersection of Eglinton Ave E and
Brimley Rd)
• Provides a safe, active transportation route for
Eglinton East and Kennedy Park
neighbourhoods
• Serves as pilot for future improvements when
there is scheduled reconstruction
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Existing Conditions
• 2 vehicle travel lanes in each direction
• Dedicated left turn lanes at major
intersections
• Sidewalks on both sides of the road
• 21-Brimley and 12-Kingston bus services
• Parking available on weekends
(Lawrence Ave E to St Clair Ave E) and
available during off-peak periods and
weekends (St Clair Ave E to Kingston
Rd), all with very low usage
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History of collisions along Brimley Road
From 2015 to 2019 in Ward 21, Brimley Rd (from Lawrence Ave E to Eglinton
Ave E) has been the location of 47 collisions, which have resulted in:
• 5 serious injuries
• 2 pedestrians
• 3 motorists
• 2 road fatalities
• 1 pedestrian
• 1 motorists
In a speed study, 70% of people driving were traveling 10 km/h over the speed
limit.
The new, temporary bike lanes will help reduce speeds and increase road
safety with:
• Separations
• One through travel lane in each direction
• Standard or reduced road widths
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Legend
Fatality
Serious Injury
Ward 21

Brimley Road Temporary Bike Lanes
Will take the curb lane in both directions
Will be separated by painted markings, barrels and bollards
One vehicle travel lane in both directions will be maintained
Dedicated left turn lanes at major intersections will be maintained
21-Brimley and 12-Kingston bus services and stops will be
maintained. There is potential for minor stop relocation.
• All on-street parking will be removed along the whole corridor
•
•
•
•
•
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Brimley Road Impacts
Travel times (vehicles and buses)
• COVID-19 has changed our travel patterns – there is less
vehicle demand on roads, especially during rush hour
• Road traffic volumes have decreased and the City is not
anticipating a return to normal volumes in the near-term
Number of People Cycling
• Bike lanes make travelling by bike safer and more inviting
• By building new temporary bike lanes, the City will
promote cycling confidence and the use of bike lanes
Parking
• All on-street parking (with low usage at present) will be
removed along the corridor
• Parking will be available on side streets
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Next Steps
Feedback from the public will help inform changes that
may be needed to make sure the lanes are meeting their
needs.
Installation: Late June/Early July 2020
*notification to be provided before installation

Installation Details:
•
•
•

Pre-marking of new bike lanes during the day (will not impact traffic)
Marking installation will take 1-2 nights, weather permitting and traffic
will be reduced to one lane/direction
Signage installation will be done before marking

These temporary bike lanes are flexible and can be adjusted
based on the changing needs of the community during the
pandemic.
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For more information, please visit:

toronto.ca/activeto
@ City of Toronto

Questions or Comments?
Please email active_TO@toronto.ca

